
When I share my poodle 
sighting stories with 
friends, they are usually 
uninterested or confused 
about my enthusiasm. I’ve 
been theorizing about this 
for the last year— I think it 
has to do with the cultural 
perception of poodles, 
especially their portrayal in 
popular media over the last 
thirty years. While youths 
have been inundated with 
stereotypical perceptions 
that poodles are spoiled, 
obnoxious and vain, older 
adults had the opportunity 
to construct their own 
narrative of what a poodle 
represents. 

Now, I’m wondering if there is a relationship between poodle owner-
ship and the experience of living through the Great Depression— a 
time when all sorts of things became symbols of economic and so-
cial status. Through more engagement with poodle owners, sI hope 
to learn how poodles can be perceived in relation to past oppression 
in the United States.

To learn more about my current and future plans as a poodle cor-
respondent, send me an email at roz@pdx.edu or follow this link: 
http://www.greensboroprojectspace.com/roz-crews

THE GRANDMA REPORTER

“I feel feminine, attractive, happy, 
and cool. I have never been pretty so 
I decided a long time ago to be as 
attractive as I could.”
—Jacqui Jackson, 70

senior women's culture / issue one - style

Jenica Kramer, 27

"Red makes me feel powerful 
and sexy"

I feel comfortable if I feel good in what I’m wear-
ing. So even if maybe the waistband is a little bit 
tight ’cause I’ve been eating too many cook-
ies I still feel good in that outfit although 
its not as comfortable. I feel feminine, 
attractive, happy and cool. I have nev-
er been pretty so I decided a long time 
ago to be as attractive as I could. I was a 
body builder in my forties andfifties so I had 
a greatbody. Age has changed my body, so I 
have to find outfits that compliment my body now. 
I have many red outfits and bright, bright pink and 
bright chartreuse. I have always loved red. When 
I moved to Houston, I bought a lot of Asian furni-
ture and art and all of a sudden I realized the red 
made me really happy. When I became a body 
builder I used to dress very scantily. And I cant 
do that at my age now. [Diana: When I was in 
high school, we were not allowed to wear red on 
Fridays because it got the boys too excited. We 
would actually get sent home.] (On her hair) This 
is the way I look when I get out of the shower in 
the morning. And I spent my whole teenage and 
twenties trying to straighten it out, I used coke 
cans, I used to iron it. [Jo: You didn’t use juice 
cans?] No, coke cans. You walk around and your 
head would be heavy. You had to be careful. But 
when I was probably about fifty five, I said, you 
know what? I don’t know why I’m fighting this. 
And so I just started wearing it curly.

She mentioned that she loved red, and I also 
love red. I have so many red clothes. I think 
it’s a very powerful colour. It makes me 
feel powerful and sexy. I used to always 

wear red the day I started my period. 
[Do you think red for you represents 

an acknowledgement of your fem-
ininity?] In a way, but also I think 
with my masculinity too. I grew 
up playing sports, and was al-
ways a tomboy. Now I work as a 
restaurant cook, and I feel like I 
work in a man’s world. So I really 
connected with her in that sense; 

she was a body builder, she was a 
strong woman, it’s kind of a man’s 
thing that she was doing. So I like 
to supplement that with dressing 
really feminine like she did too. 
Sometimes, if I know that I look 

good, then I feel good. Comfort is 
definitely important too, but I think 
it comes second for me. I’ve been 
told I dress kind of wild. It is pret-
ty comfortable, but I like to wear a 
lot of tight pants, and I’ve got real-

ly long legs, I like to show off my 
legs. I don’t think I look forward                                                     
(to aging). I mean it’s just there- 
I’m aging right now. It’s interest-
ing to think about how I’m not 

going to be conventionally beautiful forever. I’m 
going to grow old and get wrinkles and grey hair 

and get saggy, and I’m okay with that. I feel like get-
ting older I’ve gotten more and more comfortable 
with my body.

When I was little, my grandma accidentally backed her 1970 gold 
VW bug over her small white poodle. This was a confusing mo-
ment for me because I felt sad that the poodle was dead, but I also 
thought the poodle was pretty mean because it always tried to bite 
me, so I had my first feeling of remorse — about not feeling as sad 
as I thought I should. I wasn’t sad for the poodle, and even worse, 
I wasn’t sad for my grandma.

I was very surprised when 
she got another poodle that 
looked almost the same. She 
gave it the same name, too. 
Over the next two decades, 
she continued to replace 
each subsequent poodle in 
this way. She had to give the 
last one away about a year 
ago because she’s getting 
too old to take care of a dog. 
I finally started to feel sad for 
grandma. All I want is for her 
to have a poodle again.

About a year and a half ago, I started noticing an older man who 
walks around my neighborhood with two standard poodles — one 
white and one black. They walk around in the parks, and I’ve seen 
them in the grocery store twice. I started to collect photos of them 
because they reminded me of grandma and her poodles. I get 
excited each time — like I’ve spotted long lost friends during a 
remote jungle safari.

by Roz Crews, Poodle Correspondent

Grandma Elaine with her poodle at 
her river house in Florida

GRANDMA’S POODLES

Man from the park with his poodles at 
Safeway in downtown Portland



STYLE & AGING
I met with seven seniors at the Hollywood Senior Centre in Portland and talked to them about their favorite outfits and 
how they present themselves as they age. I then paired them with young people to recreate the outfits and ponder the 
same topic. –Salty Xi Jie Ng, editor

“One of the things is if you wear 
heels you have to stand up straight. 
And I have very good posture.”

Jo Schaefer, 66
My clothes are comfortable, and I feel kind of put to-
gether and it’s kind of classic. I grew up on a farm. 
My parents wore work clothes at home and if we had 
to run to town we always still kind of had to look nice. 
My dad was a logger. He had my mum press his 
t-shirts and his work shirts. It didn’t matter what 
they were made of as long as you were neat 
and tidy, people didn’t look at you like you were 
dirty. I have really big hands. When we got en-
gaged, we went to the jewelry store, and all of 
the wedding sets looked so tiny on my hand, 
it really looked stupid. So we just settled on 
bands. Several years later I wanted to get a 
pearl ring and I found this one (with a diamond 
on it too), and I brought it home, and my hus-
band said you finally got a diamond, too bad 
you had to buy it yourself. So I took it off of my 
right hand and put it on my left with the wedding 
band. It looked great together and everybody 
thinks it’s specially made. Which it wasn’t, but 
they don’t know. I just say it’s custom. I still re-
member when I was little, my grandma always 
wore suits and a hat, and those stiletto heels 
and I thought, I’m gonna be just like grandma. 
I have high arches, I wear heels all the time. 
But I have good balance. So it works for me. 
One of the things is if you wear heels you 
have to stand up straight. And I have very 
good posture.

“(Aging) is just a beautiful process of 
becoming who you are”

Stephanie Tolentino, 28
I think the casualness represents me. Coming from a trop-
ical country and living in Dubai which is a desert, wearing 

long covered pants, shirts, all of that is uncomfortable. 
I prefer having my legs free, my arms free. I love 
climbing. Being out in nature, on the rocks, on the 

face of the wall. I love repelling down cliffs. Get-
ting my hands dirty, grimy with chalk, having 
blisters on my palms, having bruises from do-
ing underhangs and hitting my shin against the 
wall. I love aging and growing old, it’s nothing 
I’m afraid about, I think it’s beautiful, it’s just a 
life process, just another phase of life, with dif-
ferent opportunities, circumstances, mindsets, 
goals and dreams. It feels like as you get older 

you are getting closer to enlightenment or nirvana. 
All your years of experience and lessons learnt or 
lessons not learnt all coming together and it’s just 
a beautiful process of becoming who you are. As I 
grow older, I have become more grateful. I realize 

that time is passing so fast, the next thing you know, 
you’re gonna be 70. So when I think of aging I just 
think to do everything that I can now. To have fun, 
enjoy, explore, read, study, research, to do what I’m 
passionate about. I really like to see older people 
dressed really nice and all suited up. So maybe 
I’ll have better fashion sense when I’m older. Right 
now I’m just, let’s put on a dress and slippers, look 
a bit decent and that’s it. 

“I had designer clothes when I was in 
the ninth grade”

Sue Barnes, 70

I’m always cold so I generally wear layers. Today I have on 
a great colour sweater, ‘cause purple is one of 
my favourite colours. And my favourite sil-
ver earrings. I wear these almost everyday, 
even though I have about a hundred pairs of 
earrings. These seem to go with everything. 
I used to be much more stylish. My mother 
worked in fashion. When I was growing up, 
she worked in the best-dressed store in 
the city. It was called The Boston Lead-
er. She didn’t understand when I 
wanted her attention. She was the 
age of women that were not demon-
strative, had trouble saying I love you, 
that kind of stuff. So she would buy 
me things, and I had the best ward-
robe EVER. I had designer clothes 
when I was in the ninth grade. She 
would tell me, come in after school, 
and try on some things that came 
in. So I had beautiful clothes grow-
ing up. And my mother had charge 
accounts throughout the city, and 
there was a little boutique that was 
a lingerie store. I’d go in and I’d 
say, I’m Lou Barnstein’s daughter 
and they’d say, “Oh, whatever you want, we’ll 
charge it to your mother”. Well Mum’s dead, I’ve 
been on my own for a long time. I still like really nice things, 
but I can’t afford the things that I’d love to have, as much as 
I’d like to have them. And I’m carrying a lot of extra weight, so 
it’s hard to feel good about my look.

“A few weeks ago I chose that I like 
being funky and classy”

Gavriel Kedem, 8
I just thought that it was cool. Because I saw this 
girl in the school, she’s really funky. She had half 
no hair, half hair, and she had her shirt raised up a 
bit so you can see her belly. She put hearts on her 
cheeks, so I chose that I wanted to wear it. So I wore 

tight pants and red long gloves and a red sweater 
because I saw it looks funky and classy. And I 
wore this hat because it had patterns and it just 
makes me look nice. That’s part of what I always 

wear everyday. Because it’s about Judaism, it 
keeps me connected to God all the time. I 

love tight black pants, they look nice and 
tall. Tall socks, real nice. I just like being 
funky! I like that woman (Sue). She was 

funky. I asked my mum a few days ago, can you get 
me a purple shirt because I wanna be funky? Then 

you told me that when she was little she also wore 
very expensive clothes, so I chose to wear classy 
and funky stuff. [Do you look forward to growing 
old?] Actually I don’t, because when I’m older I 
don’t feel like being so funky. When I’m younger 

I feel like it’s funner, when I’m older I just don’t know. 
(Old people) wear nice coats, and don’t wear just 
any coat they find, like kids- they want everything. 
I like to get everything I can, and then I just don’t 

use it so much. I wanna get some clothes that are 
a bit too small so they go up a bit. I just wanna be funky, 
because it makes me feel better. When I was little, I never 

thought about being funky. I just thought about wearing what everybody else wears. 
But if I’m different, kids can follow me and do the same thing, because I followed 
somebody else. When I told my mum I want funky stuff she said, I’m gonna get you 
a bright orange shirt. So I wore it today. [Do you feel good about that? ] Yes. [Did 
you get compliments?] Um no. But if I get purple I don’t know if I’m gonna get them.



I dress for a number of reasons. Basically for convenience, style, 
environmental protection and the appropriateness for the events 
that I’m anticipating for the day. But I have a question for all of 
you real quick- what does global warming portend towards wom-
en’s fashion in the future? [Could you describe your fashion style 

“I can kind of see myself growing old to 
be an older man who wears suspenders”

Eliot Feenstra, 27
I was thinking a lot about his being a moonbeam, I felt very interested by 
it. I’m most comfortable in overalls and gardening clothes. I was really 

"I'm a moonbeam blonde."
Thomas Getts, 73

excited about his interview, because it feels related 
to who I am. I tend to like stripes and plaid, collared 

shirts. A little bit not totally grown up or boring, a little bit 
like kid, and also functional. I think I have three or four 
sets of suspenders. Why do I like them? I don’t know, it’s 
part of my gender. I have this weird boy-girl in-between 

thing, and somehow suspenders really fit with that. I 
think they’re kind of queer. I can kind of see myself 
growing old to be an older man who wears suspend-
ers. I feel excited about maybe being wise, but part 
of my experience of growing up thus far is more that 
I realized I had all these dreams and expectations 

and it’s not exactly turning out the way I thought. 
Also I feel like some of the things that I really like 

about myself, I won’t necessarily be able to do any-
more, like being able to carry heavy things for people. 
I think that’s gonna be hard for me. It’s kind of part of 
my gender and part of my identity to be able to use my 
body in a particular way, and be able to jump around, 

and roll around, and…I wanna be dancing till I’m 95.

in three words?] Simplicity. Can’t you tell? I 
probably have at least a dozen suspend-
ers. And they range from monochromatic 
like these red ones that I’m wearing, to 
black, some with stripes, some with inter-
esting designs. When I was working 
in construction we had these thick 
suspenders. One of the other ones 
that some of you may have seen 
me in is a group of smiley faces, 
not all smiley, but frowny and ex-
pressions of human emotions. 
I don’t think of it as fashion so 
much as function. (On his tropi-
cal shirt) I’m a celebrant of nat-
ural holidays. Like the solstice. 
We have the winter solstice 
coming up with the rebirth of 
the sun. I’m a gardener so I 
relate to that.

“This is who I am. Nobody’s telling me 
what to wear.” Betty Colburn, 70

I thought about red and the colours. I lived in Texas for a 
long time. And when I moved up here, colours looked 
different to me. I think that the light here is different 
and there, you needed the intense color because of 
the intense sun. But my color palette has gotten a 
lot softer when I moved. I used to wear red and 
turquoise together, all the time. It was just out 
there. It seems a little out of place here, al-
though I still have those clothes. I sew. I had 
a dressmaking business at one time. Clothes 
are real important to me. I have lots of clothes 
spanning lots of eras. I have clothes that I had in 
high school that I still wear. And I have those that 
are more recent. It’s hard for me to let go of them. 
That’s the hoarding part. It’s part of who I am to have 
a lot of choice in what I wear. I shop thrift stores. For 
me clothes are a form of self-expression. It’s sort of 
like Igo out into the world and I say, okay this is who 
I am. Or even into my own mirror. This is who I am. 
Nobody’s telling me what to wear. One of the things I 
say is that (having worked) as a social worker, I came 
into the field in the late sixties and I was told that you 
have to have a certain appearance. So I feel very free 
(now) — it’s nice that nobody cares. Except myself. 
Life is too short for boring glasses. And these glasses 
demanded that I go out and buy red lipstick. 

“I’ve always felt simultaneously like a 
young child and an older woman”

Salty Xi Jie Ng, 29
Like Betty, I love colours (especially red and turquoise) and 

secondhand clothes, am a hoarder, still wear clothes from 
age ten, can sew simple outfits and used to wear thick 
glasses. The way I dress feels playful, circusy, nostalgic. 

I have a lot of vintage dresses, costume-like clothes, 
things I got in free or thrift stores. At the same time, 

coming from humid, tropical Singapore, I feel most 
comfortable in shorts and a singlet. It’s the next 
best thing to being naked, which is also wonderful. 
Since there is so much waste, I try to buy mostly 
secondhand clothes. I like to paint my face some-
times, it makes me feel like an elf or fairy, like 

magic is around the corner. To me, dressing up 
everyday is an art, a tool for understanding your-
self and your changing feelings. It’s also a way of 
being all the selves that you want to be, just for 

yourself. I want to catalogue my clothes, to 
make eccentric, magical outfits for every-
day. It’s my way of being in life. I’ve always 
felt simultaneously like a young child and an 
older woman. Aging is about learning how 
to be you, growing into and loving yourself. 
I embroidered my favorite shirt onto my fa-
vorite denim jacket. It says “GREAT OLD  
BROADS FOR WILDERNESS”. That’s me. 

“When I’m at home I wanna 
wear my PJs”

I choose what’s comfortable. I very, very rarely wear anything 
that is uncomfortable. I usually wear jeans and a t-shirt, and 
sometimes I’ll wear shirts like this, not near as often. I like 
bright colours. When I’m at home I wanna wear my PJs. Once 
I get home, if I know that I’m not going anywhere and nobody’s 
coming over, why not? Why not just be as comfortable as 
you can  possibly be? This ear is only pierced twice but 
this one’s pierced six times. This was my attempt to re-
capture my youth. Probably when I turned sixty, that’s 
when my son and I went in. He had his ear pierced 
too, so I thought well I’ll do this again. So I had these 
three done and I already had one down here and 
then since then I’ve had the other ones done. I’ve 
worn jeans and t-shirts…always. Since high school. 
At least probably before that too. My outfit of choice is 
jeans and a t-shirt, 98% of the time. My number one pri-
ority is comfort. I read something not too long ago that 
said, at twenty you worry what everybody thinks about 
you. And by forty, you only worry about what your friends 
think about you. And by sixty you realize nobody’s thinking  
about you.

Diana Cunningham, 70

"Our grandparents buy us 
lots of presents"

Hadar Kedem, 4.5
I just got these pajamas from my gan (preschool, in Hebrew). They 
might have took a picture of me and put it on here, but I 
don’t know what they did. The boys have a shirt, 
and the girls have a dress. This is Hebrew. Meaning 
a preschool strawberry. One time somebody wore 
their pajamas on the bus. [How do you feel when you 
wear these pajamas?] Good. I feel nice. It makes me 
feel like lying down. And sleeping. In my mum 

and dad’s bed. [Gavriel, her brother: 
because she’s scared of her bed] 
Just because I dream about bad 
guys. [What kind of clothes do 

you like to wear everyday?] 
Dresses. Because they look 
pretty and that’s how I always 

wear clothes. Flower dresses 
and pretty dresses and strawberry 

dresses, doll dresses. [Do you like 
older people?] Yes. Our grand-
parents buy us lots of presents. 

They play with us, and they 
bring us to museums. I love 
to hug them. We have two 
grandmas and two grandpas. 

[What kind of old person will you be?] I wanna be a grandma. [What 
kind of grandma do you want to be?] Safta (my grandma, in Hebrew).



I was inspired by her colour and comfort. I wanted something that 
was comfortable but also has a shape and style to it. The outfit is a 
raw silk onesie and I wear it all the time in the summertime. I really 
like onesies because they remind me of being a child. It makes me 
feel playful, chic in a way and also just comfortable. It gives me an 
excuse to want to run around and do something 
maybe a bit more childish. It makes me take 
myself a little less seriously. The necklace 
is something that I just restrung. It was my 
mother’s and I adopted it. I put turquoise on 
it which came from New Mexico, which is 
where I’m from. I kind of like the weight 
of it on my chest because it makes me 
remember about breathing and pay at-
tention to my chest. Sometimes I wish 
I was a child again. But I just had my 
birthday and I think about everything 
that I’ve done up to now, it makes me 
feel like I deserve to be 24, and I’ve 
done a lot. So I think that as I grow old-
er I’ll have more appreciation for what 
I’ve done. Especially seeing my mum 
and how she’s aging, she’s so strong 
and I find her so much more beautiful 
now than I did when I was younger be-
cause it’s like she’s grown into herself. 
I want to take more time in certain cir-
cumstances to pay attention to how I’m 
presenting myself. I want to slow it down 
a little bit more. Even the little rituals that 
you do for yourself in the morning- I feel 
like those little things reflect on how you are 
in the world.

MOTHER OF MY MOTHER
by Kayla Marie Wiley

My mother died when I was 
five years old. Growing up, 
my grandmother stepped into 
place as the predominant 
female caretaker in my life. 
Much of my personality and 
strength is borrowed from 
hers. She grew up in cen-
tral Philippines, where she 
worked in the rice fields for 
the majority of her life. 

In 1966, she traveled to Ha-
waii to start a new life for her 
family. Once arriving to the 

islands, she worked as a factory worker and garden caretaker. She’s 
worked blue collar jobs her entire life, and now that she’s retired, she’s 
still creating work for herself. 

The earliest memories I have of my grandma are associated with food. 
She fed me rice soup while getting me ready for school. Rice soup was 
so simple; rice, water, salt — and it was so good. I never appreciated 
my grandma while I was growing up. Following the loss of my mother, 
I became her whole world. She lived and breathed to make sure I was 
comfortable and well behaved. 

In Hawaii, she spends most of her time in her 1000 sq ft. garden that 
she created entirely on her own. She’s planted over 25 different types of 
plants and flowers; she is able to feed herself primarily from the things 
that she grows. She enjoys crochet and hanging out with her friends at a 
local senior citizen club as well as singing and traveling.

“I like soft underwear. I don’t want my kimmout (butt) to 
be sore.” —Lorenza Viernas Macanas, 78

Why is your underwear the color that it is?
Because I like color color clothes, I like bright ones. 
What kind of underwear do you like to wear? Why?
Nylon, because I like soft underwear. I don’t want my kimmout (butt) to 
be sore.
Do you match your underwear to your mood/clothes?
Yeah, sometimes. If I pick a color that matches the way I feel, it just 
makes me feel better. If I feel happy and I get yellow, I feel more happy. 
Has your underwear style changed as you aged?
When I was a young girl I never had panty while running around. We 
were too poor to afford that. I remember being scolded as a child be-
cause people could see my appack (vagina).
Where do you buy your underwear? How much does it cost?
Philippines, I buy it when I go to back home. One dozen is about 500 
pesos, about 10 USD.
How many pairs of underwear do you have?
I get three dozen, I brought 10 on this trip. I wash my underwear when I 
take a shower to save water.
At what point do you get rid of your underwear? 
Of course when the garter breaks and it cannot stay up anymore. I put it 
in the rubbish. But if I can fix it, I will sew it first.

Issue 1 made by Salty Xi Jie Ng in Portland, Oregon, USA, 2016. 2nd 
edition, 2019 (1st edition previously known as Issue 0).

Thank you to Hollywood Senior Centre, Ariana Jacob and the History 
of Art & Social Practice class at Portland State University, the Art & 
Social Practice MFA program at Portland State University, Emily Fitz-
gerald, PLAT (Emma Colburn) & all contributors *

thegrandmareporter.com 
WRITE US! — t hegrandmareporter@gmail.com
Issue Two: Intimacy out now!

“I just had my birthday and I think about 
everything that I’ve done up to now, it 
makes me feel like I deserve to be 24”

Sofia Kraft, 24

“I like tunic tops, they’re very com-
fortable and they cover a lot of rolls 
and bulges”

Janice Olive, 69

My first choice in clothing was for comfort too but I also like 
things that are washable, and things that are durable. It’s easy 
to take care of, so I know when I pull it out of the washer, I 
can pull it on. I wear pants now more than ever than when I 
worked. I used to wear dresses or skirts. And now that I’m at 
home all the time I almost always wear pants and I like Not 
Your Daughter’s jeans, they’re very comfortable and yet they 
have a stylish fitted look.  And I like tunic tops, they’re very 
comfortable and they cover a lot of rolls and bulges as you get 

older, especially with the real fitted jeans. I can also move better 
in it, like if I’m babysitting for the grandchildren one day a week, 
and I’m running outside and picking them up and doing all sorts 
of things. I wore more skirts and dresses when I was younger. Be-
cause I was in a work setting, and I worked in the south, and it was 
very traditional dress there. But I don’t have to do that (now). I don’t 
do it. Just weddings and funerals.

THE GRANDMA REPORTER is a collaborative publication about 
senior women’s culture across the Earth. We are a space for intimate 
exchange about: style, isolation, and adventure; aging bodies, wrinkles, 
bunions, caregiving, and death; considering the struggles of growing 
old in a young, technology-focused world; swimming as a magical way 
to keep fit in spite of on-land mobility challenges; food, genes, and other 
things passed through generations; lost loves, longings, and sex that 
evolves with age. Presenting perspectives that are tender, poignant, 
moving and humorous, we are energetically connecting our contribu-
tors, collaborators, and readers in a senior women’s culture movement.  

(Thomas Getts)


